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Steve Lee is a 27-year-old climate change activist, a policy advocate to 
the United Nations, and a global speaker. Steve is currently serving as the 
Capacity Building Officer in the Secretariat of the United Nations Major 
Group for Children and Youth (UN-MGCY), the UN General Assembly-
mandated space. He was the former Executive Director of FES 
(Foundation for Environmental Stewardship) and its 3% Project, which 
mobilized 1,000,000 Canadian youth – that’s 3% of Canada – through 5 

national tours across 600 schools. It provided youth-friendly and holistic education on climate 
change and empowers them to take action on solving climate change in their local communities 
today. A prolific global speaker, Steve has represented Canadian youth on the issues of Climate 
Change, Sustainable Development, and Youth Empowerment at over a dozen international 
forums including G8 Summit, NATO, Facebook, UNEP, UNESCO, UNICEF, and World Bank.  
  
 

Leah Davidson is a young Canadian social entrepreneur 
passionate about innovative and immersive approaches to 
environmental education. In high school, she received a 
scholarship to travel to Antarctica on an educational expedition 
with Students on Ice. Leah started speaking in schools and 
delivered over 50 environmental presentations to diverse 
audiences. As a student at the University of Pennsylvania, she 
worked with 30 schools to integrate climate change into their 
curricula and partnered with 15 green business to launch Act for 

Antarctica, a campaign that encouraged students to pay it forward with conservation and 
environmental education projects. In university, Leah co-founded the Penn Program in 
Environmental Humanities (PPEH), an interdisciplinary research and academic program bridging 
art and sustainability. Leah continues to work on changing the way that climate change is 
communicated to be more constructive and hopeful, participating and advocating on multiple 
global platforms. 
  
 

https://www.unmgcy.org/
http://www.fesplanet.org/
http://www.fesplanet.org/
http://www.3percentproject.com/
http://www.steveleesj.com/speaker-index


Robin Lawson is the development and communications assistant for NCC’s 
Ontario Region and a Board Member of the Lawson Foundation. From a 
young age Robin has had a passion for exploring Canada’s diverse 
landscapes and a dedication to the environment. Driven by this passion, 
she pursued a degree in environmental and sustainability studies from 
Acadia University. In her free time, Robin can be found exploring outside 
through the lens of her camera or watching episodes of Planet Earth.    
 
 

 

 

 
Kareina D’Souza is the Sustainability Manager at the Office of Sustainability 
at Dalhousie University. She has a background in public engagement, 
research and environmental science and holds a BSc from the University of 
Guelph and a Masters of Resource and Environmental Management from 
Dalhousie University. She hopes to use education as a pathway to help 
people integrate sustainability practices in their lives. Kareina believes that 
individuals making small choices in their everyday life combined with 
support of larger initiatives can be a powerful force for change. She is a 
recent winner of the 2021 Young Nature Leadership Grant to organize a 

‘Women of Colour Leadership in Nature’ pilot in Nova Scotia, a nature-based program for 
participants to connect with nature and develop as leaders for nature sustainability 
(living/behaviours). 
 
 

 
Tessa Wissink, a Young Nature Leader in her rural community in 
New Brunswick, found her passion for food sustainability through 
an increasing interest over the past 5 years in the intersection of 
food, environmentalism, and quality of life. Tessa created a Food 
Forest in the downtown area in her community. Centered on the 
principles of the functionality of woodland ecosystems, a food 
forest is a low-maintenance, sustainable, plant-based food 

production system. Tessa’s food forest incorporates plants such as fruit and nut trees, shrubs, 
herbs, vines, and perennial vegetables which produce food directly useful to humans. Once 
established, food forests are completely sustainable, providing low maintenance, high-yield 
food products to a rural area where many families experience food insecurity.  


