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QUESTIONS?

• Please use the chat box during the call for questions 
and we will answer them during question period

• You can also tweet your questions using hashtag 
#LawsonYouth2018



About the Lawson Foundation 
The Lawson Foundation is a national family foundation that invests 
in and engages with ideas, people and organizations that contribute 
to the wellbeing of children and youth and their development as 
active and engaged members of society. 

Our work is focused on the healthy development of children and 
youth. We invest in three interconnected Impact Areas that we 
believe have a lasting positive effect on their development: (1) Early 
Child Development, (2) Healthy Active Children & Youth, (3) Youth 
and the Environment. 

In addition to our grantmaking, we leverage our assets to create 
social good through impact investing.



The Lawson Foundation envisages a society where all 
young people are connected with nature and 
contribute the power of their leadership and 

creativity to help ensure a healthy, sustainable 
environment.



What we’ve learned so far

1) Research to build our understanding of the field
• Systematic literature reviews 
• Positive impact of exposure to nature on young 

people’s physical health, mental well-being and 
cognitive and social development

• Link between nature connection and health 
increasingly important – rising rates of 
overweight/obesity, sedentarism, less time outdoors

• Healthier food consumption
• Equitable access to nature, ecological marginalization



What we’ve learned so far
2) Youth Voices
Retreat

« Do nothing about 
us, without us »

« Inclusion »
« Reconciliation »

« Holistic
approach »

« Intergenera-
tional mentoring »



What we’ve learned so far
3) Youth Brain Development

• Research report by Youth & Innovation Project, UW
• Adolescent/emerging adulthood a critical period of 

brain development
• Important to support effective programs that will 

have positive impact into adulthood
• Benefits to society from young people’s unique 

abilities for creativity, innovation, collaboration
• Belief that a sustainable environment should be a top 

priority for government…but this doesn’t necessarily 
translate into environmental action by youth



What we’ve learned so far
4) Feedback from leaders engaged with youth and the 
environment

• Reconciliation
• Connection between environmental issues and 

other social causes
• Importance of genuinely engaging youth in 

decision-making
• Lack of programs focused on healthy development 

of youth aged 15-25 years
• Lack of funding to support innovation and big 

picture thinking





Call for Letters of Intent

• We invite letters of intent from registered charities 
and other qualified donees across Canada 
requesting support for environmental initiatives 
that strengthen young people’s capacities for 
leadership and civic engagement. 

• Successful applications will provide opportunities 
for young people 15 to about 25 years of age to 
use these capacities to connect with nature and 
help ensure a healthy, sustainable environment. 



Funding Call: Double Bottom Line

1. Strengthen Youth Leadership and Civic 
Engagement

2. Encourage Connection with Nature and Enable 
Environmental Action



Funding Call: Anticipated Outcomes 
• Young people from all walks of life are connected with nature and 

experience improved physical, mental, cognitive and social well-being.

• Young people are key stakeholders/decision makers in initiatives, to the 
benefit of themselves and their communities.

• Young people have a greater understanding of the link between human 
health and a sustainable environment and play active leadership roles 
in the stewardship of the environment.

• Our ecosystems are protected and restored.

• Young people bring their environmental knowledge and values to bear 
in all areas of their lives, in education, work and play.



Funding Call: Cohort Approach 

Support will be provided to bring young people 
leading the projects together periodically over the life 
of the grants. 
• to network 
• to support each other’s work 
• to share project learning, challenges and 

successes



Funding Call: Youth Advisers, Evaluation 

• Diverse group of advisers 
o help review and recommend the applications for 

funding
o include young people in the 15-25 year age 

range with relevant background in 
environmental projects and leadership initiatives

• Evaluation of our strategy and the cohort 



8-10 projects
3-year 

project time frame

Youth and the Environment 
Funding Call

From $50,000 to $100,000 
per year per project

($150,000 to $300,000 
total per project)



Key Selection Criteria @ the LOI Stage
• Applicants must be: 
– A Canadian registered charity (CRA BN) AND 

operate in Canada OR
– A qualified donee

*NOTE: open to working with applicants who 
are working within informal organizational 
structures 

• Role of adolescents and/or emerging adults.
• Significance of issue to be addressed (nature 

connection and environmental issue) 



Key Selection Criteria @ the LOI Stage

• Target population/community are meaningfully 
engaged?

• Innovative and informed by evidence? Potential to 
create a model that could be shared?

• Project design strengthened by people and 
organizations connecting in meaningful ways? 

• Engaging the right partners appropriate to the 
complexity of the issue?



How to Apply?

• Letters of intent are only accepted using the 
Foundation’s online application system. 

• Submit your letters of intent in English.
• Have your organization’s Charitable Registration 

Number (CRA BN) handy. You will need it to register 
for the Foundation’s application portal.

• Click the “Apply” button on the webpage to register 
and access the Letter of Intent online.



Important Dates 

Step 1 Open call for Letter of Intent 
Submission Deadline May 31, 2018 at 12 noon EDT 

Declines or invitations to submit 
a Full Proposal Communicated by June 30, 2018

Step 2 Full Proposal Submission 
Deadline September 6, 2018 at 12 noon EDT

Notification of funding decision Communicated by November 30, 2018



Q&As

Please use the chat box for questions or  
tweet your questions using hashtag 
#LawsonYouth2018


